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TalentAid Supporting Statement (2026)

TalentAid provides funding to help talented children and young people reach their potential in their chosen discipline. The Supporting Statement forms a central part of the assessment, so please provide as much information as you can on your child’s talent, answering all of the questions as thoroughly as possible. We recommend that you involve your child in the completion of this form as we are interested to hear from them. If your child is aged 18 or over they must complete this form themselves.
Remember, this is a competitive scheme and this form is your child’s opportunity to showcase their talent, so use it to make them really stand out.
1.	Candidate information
	Child’s full name
	

	Child’s email address (only to be provided if aged 18 or over)
	

	Child’s talent
	


2.	Development pathway and long-term plans
Many disciplines have a standard pathway towards achieving success in that field. Please describe:
a) how your child would be expected to reach a professional/national level in their discipline
b) where they currently are on that pathway
c) their long-term plans and their ultimate goal 

	


3.	Recent achievements
Please provide details of your child’s most recent and most significant achievements including:
· Names and dates of competitions they have participated or ranked in
· Names and dates of any qualifications they have achieved 

Please ensure that you provide documentation for the highest rankings and qualifications, such as certificates they have been awarded.
	


4.	Training/practice schedule
Please provide an overview of your child’s current training/practice schedule and associated costs:
	Day and/or frequency
e.g. Every Monday 5-8pm during term-time
	Training/practice undertaken
e.g. practice with local gymnastics club
	Cost (weekly/monthly cost x frequency)
e.g. approx. 30 miles return trip @ £12 for 39 weeks = £468 p.a.

	
	
	

	
	
	

	
	
	

	
	
	

	
	
	

	
	
	




5.	Goals for next academic year and associated costs

Please tell us what your child hopes to achieve in the 12 months from September and list any costs. 
We are unable to consider the application without details of any costs so please ensure you complete this section with as much detail as possible.
Please ensure that you explain the significance of your child’s achievements and how each relates to the development pathway.

	Goal (competition/tournament/ performance/exams/gradings etc.)
e.g. to compete in acro gymnastics British Championships in Telford
	Date of event 
(if applicable)

	Cost breakdown (if applicable)

e.g. entry fees £40, 300 mile return journey £60, hotel x 2 nights @ £90 per night = £280

	
	
	

	
	
	

	
	
	

	
	
	

	
	
	

	
	
	

	
	
	

	
	
	

	
	
	




6. 	Additional talent-related costs
[bookmark: _Int_SmRbJUWZ][bookmark: _Int_jIYdaUiE]We recommend that you include all costs associated with the talent. You should provide as much detail as possible and attach supporting documents where available. Please provide verification in the form of receipts, invoices, quotes or links to webpages for all costs that you are requesting. We are unable to consider the application without this information, so please ensure you complete this section with as much detail as possible.

[bookmark: _Int_WNLnwKQ1][bookmark: _Int_k28t0mQO]We can consider a contribution to costs required for the development of talent including equipment, clothing, travel and accommodation.

Please note that we are only able to consider costs that will arise in the 12 months from September. 
	Grant requested for 
e.g. purchase of a trumpet
	Cost (weekly/monthly cost x frequency)
e.g. between £1,000 & £1,200 for suitable instrument
	Reason grant is required
e.g. music teacher’s advised that instrument needs to be upgraded in order to progress beyond Grade 5
	Date of event (if applicable)
e.g. n/a
	One-off OR ongoing cost?
e.g. one-off

	
	
	
	
	

	Webpage link/s if applicable:

	
	
	
	
	

	Webpage link/s if applicable:

	
	
	
	
	

	Webpage link/s if applicable:

	
	
	
	
	

	Webpage link/s if applicable:




7. Funding from other sources
The MCF expects candidates to apply for all funding that is available to them. Please list the funding you have applied for from other sources:
	Source (e.g. Dance and Drama Award)
	Amount
	Purpose (e.g. towards course fees)
	Status (pending/awarded/declined)
	Date response anticipated by

	
	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	
	



If you have not applied for other funding, please explain why:
	



Please return this form, together with the Application Form, by emailing talentaid@mcf.org.uk to request an encrypted link to send via secure email.
Masonic Charitable Foundation, registered charity in England and Wales No. 1164703. A company limited by guarantee, registered in England and Wales company number 09751836.
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