[image: ]
	GAMES Reference: 
	 


TalentAid Tutor/Coach reference form (2026)
The TalentAid programme provides funding to help talented children and young people reach their potential in their chosen discipline. Your reference forms a central part of the assessment process, so please provide as much information as you can. 
	Candidate’s full name
	


1. Tutor/coach Declaration
	I confirm that to the best of my knowledge, the details I have provided are complete and correct.

	Yes

	I understand that all information will be treated in accordance with the MCF’s Privacy Policy, which can be viewed at www.mcf.org.uk/privacy

	Yes

	Signature
	

	Date
	


Please note that we may share the contents of this reference with the applicant (parent/guardian) and candidate.
2. Tutor/coach information
	Full name
	

	Telephone number
	

	Email address
	

	Organisation/membership body with which you are affiliated
	

	Teaching/coaching qualifications
	

	Discipline in which you teach/coach the candidate
	

	Number of years you have taught/coached in your field
	

	Number of years you have taught/coached the candidate
	


3. Current Performance
Please rate the candidate’s current performance against their peer group in both age and experience on a scale of 1 to 4, where 1 means they are performing below expectations and 4 means that their performance is exceptional for someone in their peer group.

Please consider the candidate’s performance against national/standardised development pathways in their discipline. Please provide a reason for your chosen rating, using any examples:
	1
Below expectations
	2
Meeting expectations
	3
Above expectations
	4
Exceptional

	
	
	
	



Explanation of rating:
	


4. Development over past 12 months
Please rate the candidate’s development over the past 12 months against your expectations for someone of their age and experience:
	1
Below expectations
	2
Meeting expectations
	3
Above expectations
	4
Exceptional

	
	
	
	


Please provide details and comments on their highest qualifications/rankings and anything else you think we should be aware of regarding their performance and development:
	





5. Long-term potential
The purpose of the TalentAid scheme is to help individuals fulfil their potential and pursue their discipline at the highest level. With this in mind please rank how likely you feel it is that the candidate will perform professionally/compete at a national level:
	1
Highly unlikely
	2
Unlikely
	3
Possible
	4
Likely
	5
Highly likely

	
	
	
	
	



Please provide details of the standard development/career pathway and how the candidate is anticipated to progress along this pathway. Please ensure that sufficient explanation is provided for any specialist terminology used. Please include a link to the website of the national governing body/organisation that details this pathway/route for development:
	


6. Anticipated progress over the next 12 – 18 months
Please provide an overview of what you expect the candidate to participate in and achieve over this time (including but not limited to, regional, national and international competitions and examinations/gradings). Please include dates of competitions etc and explain the significance of these achievements to the development of their talent:
	



7. Other funding
Please list any sources of funding available in the candidate’s discipline and the likelihood of it being awarded: 
	


8. External circumstances
Are there any circumstances outside of the candidate’s control that may have had a negative impact on their progress over the past 12 months?:
	


9. Any other information
Please provide any other details that you think may be relevant when considering the application:
	



Please return this form  to talentaid@mcf.org.uk  via encrypted link, which can be requested from us in advance. Please do not send it to the parent/guardian of the candidate.

Thank you for taking the time to complete this reference and supporting the candidate with their application for funding from the TalentAid scheme.
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